Lesson Plan

Topic: Evaluating websites for classroom use
Author: Deborah Healey
Date: October 19, 2004
How much time is needed? 20 - 60 minutes
Materials needed: PowerPoint demonstration; Evaluating Websites form; Internet access
Teacher expertise with computers:  Low
Student level of English: Any
Why technology is used in this lesson: To find good instructional resources online that will enhance instruction.
Plan B for less or no technology: Look at downloaded websites and evaluate them.
Overview: Many websites claim to be useful for teaching. This lesson will give teachers practice in using specific criteria to decide if a specific website will be useful for their students, and to decide how it could be used best for instructional purposes.
Objectives: 

By the end of the lesson, trainees will be able to:

1. Use a template to assess websites for classroom use

2. Have a list of 2-5 websites that they could use with their students

3. Have ideas about how and when they would use these sites with their students.

Training content:

Warm-up activities/review: Think about the websites you have used. What were they good for? How could students use them?
Instructions:

1. Observe and participate in discussion during the presentation.
2. Go to http://oregonstate.edu/~healeyd/seqi/schedule_wk2.html and select a website.

3. Fill out the evaluation form if you like the site. Be sure to copy the URL (web address) exactly.

4. Repeat steps 2 and 3 for at least 3 sites.

Follow-up activities: Discuss your finds with the large group. Are there ones that you especially liked? What sites do other people talk about that you want to try?
Assessment (how will you know the lesson was successful?): Participation in discussion during the presentation; filling out the evaluation form for at least 3 websites; discussing sites in the larger group.
